




Maundy Thursday is the Thursday before Easter. Christians remember it as 

the day of the Last Dinner, when Jesus washed the feet of his students and 

established the ceremony known as the Eucharist.

In Britain, the Monarch takes part in the Ceremony of the Royal Maundy, 

which dates back tothe King of England Edward I Long-legged. This 

involves the distribution of Maundy Money to deserving senior citizens (one 

man and one woman for each year of the sovereign's age), usually chosen 

for having done service to their community. They receive ceremonial red 

and white purses which contain coins made especially for the occasion. The 

white apurse contains one coin for each year of the monarch's reign. The 

red purse contains money in place of other gifts that used to be given to the 

poor.

In the 17th century, and earlier, the King or Queen would wash the feet of 

the selected poor people as a gesture of humility, and in remembrance of 

Jesus's washing the feet of the disciples. Suffice to say that doesn't happen 

any more, in fact the last monarch, who did so was king James II Stuart.

Maundy Thursday



On the Friday before Easter, Christians commemorate the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. It is a day of mourning in church 

and special Good Friday services are held where Christians meditate on Jesus's suffering and death on the cross, and 

what this means for their faith.

Calling it 'Good Friday' may seem a bit bizarre, but some people think that it was once called God's Friday or Holy 

Friday.

Since the early nineteenth century, before the introduction of bank holidays, Good Friday and Christmas Day were the 

only two days of leisure which were almost universally granted to working people. Good Friday today is still a public 

holiday in much of the UK. This means that many businesses are closed.

Some Christians fast (go without food) on Good Friday. This helps them remember the sacrifice Jesus made for them 

on the day of crucifixion.

Some Christians take part in a procession of witness, carrying a cross through the streets and then into church.

Many churches hold a special service. This may be a communion service in the evening or a time of prayer during the 

day, especially around 3 o'clock as that is about the time of day when Jesus died. Many Churches hold services lasting 

three hours. They may celebrate the Stations of the Cross, or take part in Passion plays and dramatic readings.

Churches are not decorated on Good Friday. In some churches, pictures and statues are covered over. It is seen as a 

time of mourning.

It is traditional to eat warm 'hot cross buns' on Good Friday. Hot Cross Buns with their combination of spicy, sweet and 

fruity flavours have long been an Easter tradition.

Good Friday



Holy Saturday
Holy Satruday is also known as Easter Even and the 

Great Sabbath. Many churches hold their services ont

his eve of Easter Day. Easter Vigil, dating back to at 

least the Roman times, takes place on Holy Saturday. 

The Easter Vigil is a service held in many Christian 

churches as the official celebration of the Resurrection 

of Jesus Christ. The service includes the first use of the 

word alleluia since the beginning of Lent as well as the 

first Eucharist of Easter. The Easter Vigil is celebrated 

by the use of a wax candle which is inscribed with a 

cross. The letters alpha and omega are inscribed at the 

top and bottom and the four numbers representing the 

current year are inscribed above and below the cross 

arms. Five grains representing the wounds of Christ are 

sometimes pushed into the soft wax. In the early church 

this was always the time to baptise or 'christen' new 

Christian converts who had be learning about 

Christianity during Lent. They were then ready to take 

their first communion on Easter Sunday, the day of 

Resurrection. Christian baptisms symbolise death and 

resurrection and so it is very fitting for them to take 

place at this time of year.



Easter Sunday
Public transport systems may run on a different schedule during the 

Easter week. There are many old non-religious traditions linked to Easter 

Sunday in the UK, just like in most other western countries, such as the 

USA, Canada, and Australia. People give each other chocolate Easter 

eggs and Easter bunnies or hollow plastic or cardboard eggs filled with 

candy. Egg hunts, a traditional Easter game where children try to find 

hidden Easter eggs, take place all over the UK. According to popular 

legend, the Easter bunny hides the eggs. In some parts of the United 

Kingdom, people organize egg rolls, a game where they roll hard-boiled 

eggs down slopes. In another variation of the game, people knock hard-

boiled eggs against other peoples' eggs. The winner is the person whose 

egg remains whole. After the game, the eggs are eaten. In some parts of 

Scotland, fondant-filled chocolate eggs about the size of a hen's egg are 

covered in batter and deep-fried. In the UK, it is common to invite family 

and friends for Easter Sunday lunch, and the traditional Easter Sunday 

meal is a lamb roast. Common decorations are dyed or painted eggs, 

little yellow chicks, bunnies, and spring flowers, such as daffodils, white 

lilies, and tulips. The colors yellow or gold are usually associated with 

Easter, as these are the colors the Church of England uses for the Easter 

Sunday celebrations.
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